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Art Unit: 1796 

Amendment to specification (page 2, line 15), "molecular weight of from 50-900" 
to "molecular weight of from 50-1 000" based on the original claim 1 , is suggested. Also, 
the period (.) is missing at the end of a sentence in line 9. 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-3 and 5-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Again, the recited molecular weight of more than 400 in claim 1 is indefinite 
absent a particular molecular weight such as a number average or weight average 
molecular weight. Applicant failed to respond to the rejection. Note that properties of a 
polymer would be dependent on the molecular weight of the polymer and said (number 
average or weight average) molecular weight would be different based on polydispersity 
(Mw/Mn) of the polymer, especially in view of the fact that the upper limit of the 
molecular weight is open. 

Now recited "— the polymer matrix comprises at least two different polymers, A 
and " and "wherein the polymers A and B, — as discrete layers lying side by side" in 
claim 1 is confusing and indefinite since said at least two different polymers encompass 
several polymers such as A, B, C and D, for example, but only A and B are recited and 
since it is unclear as to the state (separate layer or blend, for example) of other 
polymers such as said polymers C and D when present. Note that the scope of the 
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original claim 4 with claim 1 is directed to discrete layers of a sponge-like structure lying 
side by side regardless of the number of polymers including said several polymers since 
the expression of "polymers A, B, — " was recited. 

The recited interpenetrating network of claims 2 and 3 improperly broadens 
scope of the amended claim 1 wherein side by side discrete layers are claimed, and 
thus it is confusing and indefinite. 

The recited (meth-)acrylate monomer for copolymers in Y) of claim 1 does not 
have hydrophilic groups, and thus it is indefinite. The recited polymers (b) in claim 8 do 
not have hydrophilic groups, and thus it is indefinite. Claim 9 is confusing since claim 8 
does not recite maleinized polybutadiene and refers to the maleinized polymer of claim 
1 rather than the particular polymer(s) of claim 8. 

A sentence ending period (.) is missing from claim 6. 

The recited values of the surface tension in claim 18 is indefinite since it is 
unclear whether said value is based on the layer of the polymer A or B or both since the 
two different polymers would have different surface tensions. 

Claim 25 is confusing since it is unclear how spheres would form from the 
polymer matrix having side by side discrete layers of claim 1 . 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tae H. Yoon whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1 128. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Wu can be reached on (571 ) 272-1 114. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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